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in using conventionalized drawings as a means of communi-
cation, On the usual theories of savage inventiveness, it
should be within the competence of any savage, yet the early
inhabitants of Europe and Africa, though they made draw-
ings, never conventionalized them into any kind of writing,
and their successors, far from developing the art of writing,
lost that of drawing.
The one certain lesson that history teaches us is that no
human society can remain for long in a static condition;
every society must either progress or retrogress. And what
is progress? Progress consists in the increase of knowledge^
whereas retrogression consists in the loss of knowledge. In
every human society, knowledge is continually being lost.
This loss is brought about in two ways: by the death of
persons who have failed to pass on all their knowledge, and
by the destruction or decay of records. A progressive society
is one in which the amount of knowledge which is being
gained exceeds that which is being lost. Such societies are
rare. Among savages there are no scholars to maintain
knowledge, still less scientists to replace what is lost, so
that all savage societies are, as we shall see later, on the
downward grade. The most expert potters or weavers are
destroyed by a war or a pestilence, and their knowledge is
lost to the tribe for ever.
In civilized, that is literate, societies, the amount of know-
ledge is far greater and more varied, and owing to the
existence of scholars, who are continually re-writing and
bringing up to date the records of the past, knowledge that
is of any value or interest is much less easily lost. It usually
happens, however, that the scholars concentrate on certain
branches of knowledge, to the neglect of others, and that
these latter decay, and gradually bring about the decline of
the whole civilization. In theory progress is not essential to
civilization; a society which maintained unimpaired its know-
ledge of medicine, agriculture, metallurgy, and so o% might

